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WORCESTERSHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  County  Council. 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  report  on  the  health  of  the 
County  for  the  year  \  94 1 ...  For  reasons  of  economy  and  National 
Security  this  report  is  still  further  abbreviated  and  the  usual 
statistical  tables  of  populations,  etc.  are  omitted. 

The  health  of  the  County  has  so  far  shown  no  appreciable 
deterioration  since  the  war  began.  The  prevalence  of  Measles  and 
Whooping  Cough  occurring  during  the  latter  months  of  1940  was 
continued  into  1941. 

During  1941,  there  were  5267  cases  of  Measles  with  14  deaths, 
and  1206  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  with  15  deaths. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  was  less  prevalent,  79  cases  being 

notified  with  22  deaths. 

There  were  rather  more  than  100  cases  of  Paratyphoid  B.  with 
3  deaths.  Most  of  these  cases  were  connected  with  a  general  out¬ 
break  affecting  a  number  of  areas,  in  which  cream  buns  were  the 
article  considered  responsible  for  the  spread.  There  was  a  small 
secondary  group  of  cases  in  this  County  where  a  milk  farm  was 
involved  ;  the  dairy  obtaining  its  water  supply  from  a  stream 
which  received  the  sewage  effluent  from  a  new  factory  higher  up. 
One  of  the  earliest  patients  was  the  cook  from  this  factory  and  on 
investigating  the  milk  supply,  which  came  from  this  particular 
farm,  further  undiagnosed  cases  were  discovered  ;  the  prompt 
action  of  Dr.  S.  Parry  (my  Deputy)  who  was  acting  as  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  this  particular  District,  assisted  by  the  County 
Sanitary  Inspector,  cut  short  an  outbreak  which  might  easily  have 
become  very  serious.  Paratyphoid  organisms  were  found  in  this 
stream  on  several  occasions,  providing  an  example  of  both  water 
and  milkborne  spread  of  the  disease. 

The  report  of  Dr.  S.  Deaner  (Chief  Tuberculosis  Officer)  provides 
hopeful  information  in  that  the  figures  for  Tuberculosis  in  1941  are 
slightly  better  than  those  for  1940. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare.  There  was  a  sharp  rise  in  the 
birth-rate,  the  figure  being  15.3  births  per  1,000  of  the  population, 
the  total  births  in  the  County  being  the  highest  for  a  number  of 
years. 

The  Infant  Mortality  rate  was  54  as  compared  with  56  for 
1940.  The  Maternal  Mortality  rate  (1.63)  more  than  maintains 
the  satisfactory  progress  noted  in  the  last  few  years. 

Changes  in  Staff.  Mr.  R.  N.  Hines,  School  Dentist,  joined 
the  Navy,  Miss  D.  Moore  was  appointed  in  January  1941  to  fill 
the  vacancy  temporarily. 


Two  Medical  Officers,  the  late  Dr.  George  E.  Harthan  and  Dr. 
Stanley  Robinson,  who  have  both  given  outstanding  and  long 
service  to  the  County,  will  be  missed.  Dr.  Harthan  was  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  Evesham  and  Pershore  areas  for  twenty 
years  and  for  many  years  before  that  he  was  in  general  practice  in 
the  same  area  ;  his  kindly  disposition  endeared  him  to  his  colleagues 
and  the  community  and  few  men  have  given  more  devoted  service 
to  the  County.  Dr.  Stanley  Robinson,  for  49  years  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  Stourport-on-Severn  Urban  District  has 
retired,  unfortunately  on  grounds  of  illhealth.  His  long  service, 
and  forceful  and  outspoken  reports  will  be  long  remembered  and 
all  his  colleagues  hope  that  improved  health  will  allow  him  to 
enjoy  his  years  of  leisure. 

The  problems  of  1941  were  mainly  related  to  staff  deficiencies 
and  there  is  little  doubt  these  problems  will  continue  and  become 
more  difficult  with  each  succeeding  year  of  war. 

Certain  branches  such  as  midwifery,  Nursing  in  Sanatoria, 
Eever  Hospitals  and  Mental  Hospitals  provide  the  greatest  difficulty 
together  with  the  general  shortage  of  domestic  workers  for  Hospitals 


and  similar  institutions. 

The  chief  Statistics  for  1941  are  given  below. 

The  following  are  the  Chief  Statistics  for  1941,  viz.  : 

Area  in  Acres  _____  438,221 

Rateable  Value  (1st  April  1941)  -  -  -  £1,826,860 

Estimated  product  of  a  penny  rate  _  _  _  £6,970 

Mailes.  Females.  Total. 

Illegitimate  Births  -  110  123  233 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population  -  15'3 

Still-Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  Births  27 

Death-rate  per  1 ,000  of  estimated  resident  population  11*9 

Death-rates  from  Puerperal  Causes  per  1 ,000  total  (live  and  still) 
births  : 

Puerperal  Sepsis  _  _  _  _  -49 

Other  Maternal  Causes  _  _  _  _  114 

Total  -  -  -  -  -  U63 

Death-rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  : 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  -  -  -  54 

Legitimate  infants  per  1 ,000  legitimate  live  births  54 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  60 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  -  -  -  655 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  -  -  -  ,  14 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  -  -  15 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  -  23 

War-time  duties— Administration. 

The  system  of  placing  upon  the  Senior  Clerks  a  special  respon¬ 


sibility  for  certain  branches  of  the  new  duties  as  shown  below  has 
been  continued  and  has  worked  well. 
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Civil  Nursing  Reserve 


Mr.  J.  P.  Holder  (Chief  Clerk), 


Casuality  Bureau  and  E.M.S. 
Hospitals 


acts  as  Hon.  Secretary. 
Mr.  G.  P.  Cooper. 


Equipment  for  Hospitals,  First 
Aid  Posts,  etc.  — 


Mr.  J.  A.  Carter. 


Ambulance  service  and  War-time 
Nurseries 


Mr.  F.  T.  Fitzhugffi 
md  Hostels  -  Mrs.  N.  D.  Jones. 

CIVIL  NURSING  RESERVE. 


Maternity  Homes  and  Hostels 


At  the  time  of  writing  this  report  (Autumn  1942)  the  members 
registered  in  the  Reserve  were  as  under  : — 


Trained  Nurses 
Assistant  Nurses 
Nursing  Auxiliaries 


Total  1424 


Of  this  number  52  per  cent,  can  offer  part  time  service  only. 

This  total  of  1424  is  below  the  figure  for  1940  (1539).  The 
lesser  number  is  due  to  the  fact  than  an  enquiry  was  made  into  the 
services  each  member  of  the  Reserve  was  giving  or  would  be  able 
to  give  in  an  emergency.  This  enquiry  showed  that  in  over  one 
hundred  cases,  circumstances  made  it  impossible  for  the  members 
to  give  any  service  :  in  fact  it  was  found  that  many  had  already 
joined  the  Forces  or  taken  up  other  work  of  national  importance. 

While  no  member  of  the  Civil  Nursing  Reserve  is  allowed  to 
resign  without  a  valid  reason,  it  is  useless  to  keep  on  the  Reserve 
members  who  cannot  in  any  circumstances  give  service  and  in  such 
cases  resignations  have  been  offered  and  accepted. 

In  a  further  twenty  instances,  girls  after  a  few  months 
experience  in  the  Reserve,  decided  to  take  up  nursing  as  a  career. 
This  course  is  encouraged  but  accounts  for  a  reduction  in  the 
numbers  registered. 

While  the  numerical  strength  of  the  Reserve  is  less,  the 
number  of  actual  or  potential  workers  has  increased. 

Applicants  to  be  trained  as  Nursing  Auxiliaries  are  now 
required  to  take  an  intensive  course  of  training  at  a  Hospital. 
During  1941  and  the  first  nine  months  of  1942,  148  applicants  were 
so  trained  and  of  these  1 17  were  approved  and  registered  as  members 
of  the  Reserve. 

The  strength  of  the  Reserve  is  sufficient  to  meet  the  needs 
of  the  patients  at  present  in  E.M.S.  Hospitals,  but  it  is  far  below 
the  numbers  who  will  be  required  if  there  is  an  appreciable  increased 
demand  on  the  Hospital  beds. 

Some  discontent  prevails  amongst  Nursing  Auxiliaries  who 
complain  that  on  allocation  to  a  Hospital  they  are  given  domestic 
duties,  but  with  the  serious  shortage  of  domestic  help,  the  position 
of  Matrons  of  Hospitals  in  this  respect  is  not  easy. 
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First  Aid  Posts  and  Mobile  Units. 

The  following  up  to  date  list  shows  where  these  Posts  and 
Units  have  been  established  and  the  Officers  who  administer  them. 


First  A  id  Post 
Bewdley 

Wribbenhall  Church 
Hall. 

(Bewdley  183) 


Droitwich. 

Girl  Guides  Hut, 
Friar  Street, 
(Droitwich  3186). 

Evesham. 

Public  Assistance 
Institution. 
(Evesham  6397). 


Halesowen. 

Tenter  St.  Boys’ 
School. 

(Halesowen  1493). 


Cradle y  . 

Colley  Lane  Infants 
School. 

(Cradley  Heath  69022). 


Blackheath. 

Hill  Top  School, 

Long  Lane,  Blackheath 
(Woodgate  3056). 


Kidderminster. 
District  &  General 
Hospital 

(Kidderminster  2431). 

The  Baths, 

Castle  Road, 
(Kidderminster  3114). 

Stourbridge. 

Orchard  Lane  Clinic, 
Lye.  (Lye  248). 

New  Road  Clinic, 
Stourbridge. 
(Stourbridge  5557). 


Medical  Officer  in  charge. 

Dr.  G.  S.  Lawrence, 
Abbotsford, 

Bewdley,  Worcs. 
(Bewdley  18). 


Dr.  H.  Miles 
Cromal  House, 
Droitwich. 

(Droitwich  3161). 

Dr.  II.  M.  Savery 
(S)  91  High  Street. 

(Evesham  6042). 
(P)  Planefield, 
Bengehill . 
(Evesham  6053). 

Dr.  L.  Bold, 

The  Old  Barn  House, 
Hasbury,  Halesowen. 
(Halesowen  1228). 


Dr.  j.  D.  W.  Shedden, 
Chaj>el  House,  Colley 
Gate,  Cradley  Heath, 
Staffs. 

(Cradley  Heath  6340). 

Dr.  A.  D.  McQueen, 

(S)  Inverugie, 
Blackheath. 

(Bla  1171). 

(P)  382  Ridgacre  Road, 
Quinton. 

(Woodgate  2026). 

Dr.  H.  M.  Buchanan, 

28,  Mill  Street, 

Kiddermi  nster . 
(Kidderminster  2509). 
Dr.  E.  Mitton, 

4,  Lion  Street, 
Kidderminster. 
(Kidderminster  2030). 

Dr.  J.  K.  McCarthy, 

Lye  Cross  House, 

Lye,  Stourbridge. 

(Lye  91). 

Dr.  A.  R.  Sharrod, 
Langdale, 

New  Road,  Stourbridge. 
(Stourbridge  57286). 


Deputy  Medical  Officer 


Dr.  H.  Bunting, 
Salwarpe,  Droitwich. 
(Droitwich  64). 


Dr.  J.  M.  Robertson. 
91,  High  Street, 
Evesham. 

(Evesham  6012). 


Dr.  j.  M.  McQueen, 

110,  Blackberry  Lane, 
Halesowen.  . 

(Halesowen  1 368) . 

Dr.  Cope, 

Laurel  House, 

Laurel  Lane, 
Halesowen. 

(Halesowen  1010). 

Dr.  Nancy  E.  Robbins, 
39,  Highiield  Road, 
Colley  Gate, 

Cradley  Heath. 


Dr.  Ribchester, 
Inverugie, 
Blackheath. 
(Bla  1171). 


Dr.  C.  P.  Porter, 

27,  Church  Street, 
Kidderminster. 
(Kidderminster  3098). 
Dr.  Hill, 

Farfield  House, 
Comberton  Road. 
(Kidderminster  2077). 

Dr.  J.  J.  Martin, 

Lye  Cross  House, 

Lye. 

(Lye  91). 

Dr.  M.  Roberts, 

The  Dispensary, 
Stourbridge. 
(Stourbridge  5590). 
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First  Aid  Post. 

Bromsgrove. 

New  Clinic, 
Recreation  Road, 
(Bromsgrove  2758). 

The  Cinema, 
Ruberv, 

(Rubery  251). 

Malvern  Link. 
Church  Institute, 
(Malvern  1041). 


Red  ditch. 

Handicraft  Centre, 
South  Street. 
(Redditch  759). 


Stocrport. 

Lucy  Baldwin 
Maternity  Hospital. 
(Stourport  298). 

Pershore. 

Defford  Road  Junior 
School. 

(Pershore  201). 


Mobile  Unit . 

Kidderminster. 

Oakes,  Dudley  St. 
(Kidderminster  2860). 


Stourbridge. 

Mary  Stevens 
Maternity  Home. 
(Stourbridge  5534)  . 

Bromsgrove. 

Cottage  Hospital, 
Bromsgrove. 
(Bromsgrove  2096). 


Malvern. 

Lansdown  School. 
(Malvern  243). 


Redditch. 

Smallwood  Hospital, 
Redditch. 

(Redditch  112). 


Medical  Officer  in  charge. 


Dr.  G.  Waugh  Scott, 
Rampton  House, 
Malvern  Link. 
(Malvern  230). 

Dr.  C.  L.  Potts, 

3,  Prospect  Hill, 
Redditch. 

(Redditch  108). 


Dr.  R.  S.  MacAithur, 
York  Hoipe, 
Stourport-on-Severn. 
(Stourport  29). 

Dr.  H.  G.  Browning, 
Perrott  House, 
Pershore. 

(Pershore  41). 


Medical  Officer  in  charge. 

Dr.  R.  F.  Lurring, 

22,  Church  Street, 
Kidderminster. 
(Kidderminster  2134). 

Dr.  G.  J .  Meldon, 

105,  Hagley  Road, 
Stourbridge. 
(Stourbridge  57210). 

Dr.  F.  W.  J.  Coaker, 
Battlefield, 
Bromsgrove. 
(Bromsgrove  2030). 


Dr.  F.  L.  Newton, 
Loddiswell, 

Avenue  Road,  Malvern. 
(Malvern  333). 


Dr.  W.  T.  Mitchell, 
24,  Worcester  Road, 
Redditch. 

(Redditch  93). 


Deputy  Medical  Officer. 


Dr.  j.  B.  Jessiman, 
St.  Giles, 

Malvern  Link. 
(Malvern  56). 

Dr.  N.  C.  Burns, 

20,  Fasemore  Road, 
Redditch. 

(Redditch  301). 

Dr.  F.  P.  Smith, 
Richmond  House, 

16,  Prospect  Hill, 
Redditch . 

(Redditch  36). 

Dr.  R.  Dalrymple, 

78,  Lickhill  Road, 
Stourport-on-Severn? 
(Stourport  215). 

Dr.  J.  C.  Wilson, 

7,  Broad  Street, 
(Pershore  16). 

Dr.  F.  H.  Kennedy, 
Western  House. 
(Pershore  63). 


Deputy  Medical  Officer. 

Dr.  M.  L.  Nairac, 

25,  Church  Street. 
(Kidderminster  2051). 


Dr.  F.  L.  Keane, 
Beckman's  Road, 
Pedmore. 

(Hagley  7000). 

Dr.  Vera  Pugh, 
Housmans, 

Fockbury  Road, 
Bromsgrove. 
(Bromsgrove  2851). 

Dr.  D.  R.  Sloan, 

1  Flat, 

Malvernburst, 

Priory  Road,  Malvern. 
(Malvern  1104). 

Dr.  J.  C.  Dow, 

The  Limes, 

Worcester  Road, 
Redditch . 

(Redditch  73). 


Dr.  A.  j.  Rae, 

Fownhope, 

College  Road,  Bromsgrove 
(Bromsgrove  2076). 

Dr.  P.  A.  Sullivan, 

14,  Leach  Green  Lane, 
Rubery  B’ham. 

(Rubery  16). 


Dr.  C.  G.  Auld, 
Sunnymede,  New  Road, 
Bromsgrove. 
(Bromsgrove  2163). 

Dr.  F.  H.  Vollam, 
Cornhill, 

Whetty  Lane,  Rubery. 
(Rubery  91). 
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First  Aid  Points.  A  certain  number  of  First  Aid  Points  have 
been  upgraded  and  these  are  situated  at 
Stourbridge  Borough  . 

Vestry,  Hodge  Hill,  Methodist  Church,  Wollescote. 


Bromsgrove  Urban. 

St.  Godwalds  Institute,  Aston  Fields,  Bromsgrove. 

Malvern  Urban. 

Malvern  Wells  Institute. 

St.  James  School,  West  Malvern. 

Newtown  Institute,  Malvern. 

Mobile  Unit  Headquarters,  Lansdown  Crescent,  Malvern. 


Redditch  Urban. 

Vicar’s  Room,  High  Street,  Feckenham. 

White  Lion  Hotel,  Evesham  Road,  Astwood  Bank.  Astwood  Bank  118. 
Phoenix  Works,  Redditch.  Redditch  778. 

Stourport-on-  Severn  Urban . 

Room,  The  Limes,  Are  ley  Kings,  Stourport. 


Bromsgrove  Rural. 

Church  Hall,  West  Haglev. 
Church  Hall,  Belbroughton. 
Stoke  Works  Recreation  Room. 
Village  Hall,  Alvechurch. 

St.  Andrews  Hall,  Barnt  Green 
Silver  St.  School,  Wythall. 

Droitwich  Rural. 

Grammar  School,  Hartlebury. 
Parish  Room,  Cutnall  Green. 
Memorial  Hall,  Wychbold. 
Memorial  Hall,  Ombersley. 
Memorial  Hall,  Fernhill  Heath. 

Evesham  Rural. 

Lilford  Hall,  Broadway. 

The  Manor  House,  Beck  ford. 
Village  Flail,  Littleton. 


Martley  Rural. 

The  Bell  Hotel,  Broadheath. 

Persiiore  Rural. 

Village  Hall,  Breclon. 

Parish  Hall,  Fladbury. 

Reading  Room,  Littleworth,  Norton. 

Tknbury  Rural. 

The  Vicarage,  Tenbury. 


Haglev  9252. 

Ext  :  from  Belbroughton  239. 

Bromsgrove  2252. 
Hillside  1661. 
Hillside  1667. 
Wythall  3156. 


Hartlebury  58. 


Ombersley  217. 


Ashton -under-Hill  220. 


Chaddesley  Corbett  239. 
Stourport  77. 


Hallow  20. 


Cropthorne  59. 
Kempsey  294. 


Tenbury  56. 


Kidderminster  Rural. 

Tudor  House,  Chaddesley,  (Dr.  Phillips’s  surgery) 
Men’s  Club,  Wolverley. 

The  Wadhouse,  Heightington,  Rock. 


Upton-on-Severn  Rural. 

Dr.  Ballinger’s  House,  Willow  Bank,  Upton-on-Severn.  Upton  90 
Village  Hall,  Kempsey. 


AMBULANCE  SERVICE. 

The  County  Ambulance  Officer  is  Mr.  G.  L.  Pitt  and  his  deputy 
is  Mr.  R.  W.  T.  Owen,  the  County  Sanitary  Officer. 

In  each  District  Control  area  there  is  a  Local  Ambulance 
Officer,  who  is  responsible  for  seeing  the  vehicles  are  maintained  in 
proper  running  order.  The  Local  Medical  Officer  in  charge  of  the 
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Casualty  Services  of  his  district  (usually  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health)  has  thus  an  Officer  to  look  to,  who  is  responsible  for  the 
technical  work  of  maintenance  and  repair  of  cars.  1  am  grateful 
to  these  persons  for  their  services  which  in  every  instance  is 
voluntary  and  unpaid. 


Bewdley  Borough 
Bromsgrove  Urban  &  Rural 
Districts 

Droitwich  Borough 
Droitwich  Rural  District 
Evesham  Borough  &  Rural 
District  -  - 

Halesowen  Borough 
Kidderminster  Borough 
Kidderminster  Rural  District 
Malvern  Urban  District 
Hartley  Rural  District 
Pershore  Rural  District 
Redditch  Urban  District  - 
Stourbridge  Borough 
Stourport  Urban  District  - 
Tenbury  Rural  District 
Upton-on-Severn  Rural  District 


Mr.  R.  E.  Hoare. 

Mr.  H.  K.  Howse. 

Miss  L.  Mytton. 

Mr.  L.  Adams. 

Mr.  T.  Robbins. 

Mr.  R.  E.  Johns. 

Mr.  F.  Stone. 

Mr.  A.  S.  Northover. 

Mr.  A.  L.  MacVitie. 

Mr.  F.  B.  Jacomb. 

Mr.  G.  Morrell. 

Mr.  H.  J.  Rogers. 

Mr.  H.  P.  Jones  (Acting). 
Mr.  H.  R.  Old  nail. 

Brig.  Gen.  D’Arcy  Regard. 
Mr.  J.  W.  Simms. 


War  time  Nurseries.  Considerable  activity  has  taken  place 
under  this  heading  as  the  Government  have  pressed  for  additional 
facilities  to  be  made  available.  The  chief  obstacle  to  progress  has 
been  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  suitable  buildings  ;  where  a  suitable 
site  can  be  found  huts  supplied  by  the  Government  are  being 
erected  but  difficulty  over  sites,  supplies  and  labour  result  in 
progress  being  slow. 

The  following  gives  a  list  of  Nurseries  established  or  con¬ 
templated. 

(1)  Redditch,  Church  Green  House.  Opened  6th  January  1941. 

(2)  Hill  and  Cakemore,  Long  Lane,  Blackheath.  Opened  1st 

December  1941. 

(3)  Halesowen,  Tenter  Street  School.  Opened  13th  April  1942. 

(4)  Summerheld,  near  Hartlebury.  Opened  12th  July  1942. 

(5)  Evesham,  6,  Leicester  Gables.  (Residential)  Opened 

21st  September  1942. 

(6)  Bromsgrove,  Recreation  Road. 

(7)  Stourbridge,  24,  Worcester  Street.  Opened  30th  November 

1942. 

(8)  Malvern,  St.  Cuthberts,  Worcester  Road. 

(9)  Redditch,  Evesham  Street. 

(10)  Redditch,  Beoley  Road. 

Owing  to  the  very  considerable  amount  of  work  involved  in 
setting  up,  staffing  and  supervising  these  activities,  the  Admin¬ 
istrative  Health  Committee  have,  on  my  advice,  asked  Dr.  E.  M. 
Bulmer  to  assist,  in  such  time  she  may  be  able  to  spare  from  her 
other  duties. 


The  fact  that  such  Nurseries  as  are  functioning  at  present  in 
the  County  are  considered  satisfactory,  is,  in  the  main,  due  to  her 
hard  work.  The  Council's  thanks  are  also  due  to  the  many 
voluntary  helpers  and  teachers  who  have  given  freely  of  their  time 
and  energies  to  this  particular  form  of  war  work. 
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MIDWIVES  ACTS. 

During  1941,  258  Midwives  gave  notice  of  their  intention  to 
practice  in  the  County  :  this  number  excludes  the  Borough  of 
Oldbury  which  is  the  Local  Supervising  Authority  for  that  area. 
The  four  whole  time  County  Council  Midwives  in  the  Borough  of 
Stourbridge  attended  382  cases  and  their  work  has  been  satisfactory. 

In  Rural  Worcestershire,  the  District  Nurse  Midwives  under¬ 
take  the  Midwifery  in  their  respective  areas  and  grants  in  aid  are 
made  by  the  County  Council. 

The  Midwifery  Service  has  been  and  is  now  a  source  of  grave 
anxiety  due  to  the  lack  of  Midwives.  This  applies  both  to  District 
Nurse  Midwives  and  to  Midwives  in  Institutions.  This  difficulty 
is  increased  by  the  large  number  of  evacuee  expectant  mothers  who 
have  arrived  in  this  County.  Some  idea  of  the  increased  work  will 
be  realized  when  it  is  stated  that  while  a  short  time  ago  the  number 
of  confinements  in  the  County  Institutions  was  400  the  number  in 
1941  rose  to  1600. 

In  August,  1942  the  Management  Committee  of  the  Lucy 
Baldwin  Maternity  Hospital  reported  not  only  an  increasing 
difficulty  in  obtaining  new  Staff,  but  also  the  disturbing  fact  of 
impending  resignations.  Every  practicable  step  has  been  taken, 
including  an  appeal  to  the  Regional  Nursing  Officer  of  the  Ministr}/ 
of  Health,  in  an  endeavour  to  obtain  Midwives,  but  without  success. 
The  services  of  unqualified  persons  have  been  utilized  but  the  help 
they  can  give  is  necessarily  limited. 

Cases  are  on  record  where  Nurse  Midwives  have  resigned  to 
take  up  more  lucrative  posts  in  other  spheres  which,  though  of  a 
national  character,  have  not  the  same  importance  or  is  not  the 
service  for  which  they  are  qualified. 

These  facts  were  reported  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  with  an 
intimation  that  in  the  opinion  of  the  Council,  the  time  had  arrived 
when  a  “standstill’'  order  for  Nurse  Midwives  should  be  made 
and  no  Midwife  allowed  to  cease  practice  in  an  Institution  or  as  a 
District  Nurse  Midwife  without  the  consent  of  a  competent 
authority. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  were  also  informed  that  unless  control 
can  be  exercised  over  the  retention  and  fair  distribution  of  Midwives, 
the  Council  felt  they  should  not  be  expected  to  continue  their 
present  responsibility  for  the  safety  and  care  of  lying-in-women 
in  the  County. 

In  view  of  the  failure  to  obtain  additional  Staff,  the  Council 
reluctantly  decided  to  close  down  two  Maternity  Hostels  and  to 
restrict  admissions  to  other  County  Maternity  Units. 

Preference  in  admissions  is  now  given  to  abnormal  cases  and 
evacuees  in  billets  unsuitable  for  childbirth  :  in  other  cases  mothers 
are  being  advised  they  must  make  their  own  arrangements  ; 
this  course  does  often  involve  hardship  and  difficulty  to  normal 
inhabitants  in  the  County,  as  Home  help  can  seldom  be  obtained  and 
the  homes  are  often  badly  overcrowded. 
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Some  details  of  the  work  undertaken  at  these  Units  is  given 
below. 


The  Lucy  Baldwin  Maternity  Hospital  Lickhill 


Stour  port-on- Severn. 

Manor. 

Number  of  Beds  - 

13* 

18 

Isolation  Unit 

2  beds. 

Number  of  cases  admitted 

452 

171 

Average  stay  - 

15  days.  14 

Cases  delivered  by  Midwives 

295 

165 

,,  ,,  ,  Doctors 

68 

4 

Total  - 

363 

169 

Number  of  cases  where  medical  assistance 

was  sought 

94 

65 

Puerperal  Fever  —  -  .  . 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Pemphigus  '  - 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

— 

Maternal  Deaths  - 

— 

— 

Infant  Deaths 

(a)  Stillborn 

13 

1 

(b)  Within  14  days 

9 

— 

Ante  Natal  Cases 

(a)  First  visits 

342 

(b)  Total  attendances 

1852 

*  Exclusive  of  4  emergency 

beds. 

The  Mary  Stevens  Maternity  Home. 

Number  of  beds  - 

— 

16* 

Isolation  Unit  -  - 

— 

2  beds 

Number  of  cases  admitted  - 

— 

-  416 

Average  stay  - 

— 

14  days 

Cases  delivered  by  Mid  wives 

— 

-  207 

,,  ,,  ,,  Doctors 

— 

169 

Total 

-  376 

*  Exclusive  of  (>  emergency  beds. 

Number  of  cases  where  medical  assistance 

was 

sought  -  - 

— 

117 

Puerperal  Fever  - 

— 

1  0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ,  - 

— 

i  yj 

Pemphigus  -  - 

— 

—  — 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  - 

— 

8 

Maternal  deaths  -  -  - 

— 

1 

Infant  Deaths 

(a)  Stillborn  -  -  - 

— 

6 

(b)  Within  10  days  - 

— 

10 

Ante-Natal  cases 

(a)  First  Visits  -  - 

— 

-  91 

(b)  Total  attendances 

— 

262 

10 


Greenhill  Hostel.  This  Hostel  was  originally  founded  for  work 
amongst  unmarried  mothers,  but  in  1989  additional  provision  was 
made  for  evacuee  pregnant  mothers,  and  162  cases  were  delivered 
in  1941  plus  32  unmarried  mothers. 

The  arrangements  have  worked  well  and  I  am  grateful  to  the 
Committee  and  staff  for  their  co-operation. 

Public  Assistance  Institutions.  An  increased  number  of 
Mothers  were  confined  in  the  Maternity  Wards  of  the  Public 
Assistance  Institutions. 

The  following  Table  will  give  the  information  for  the  year  1941. 


B( 

ids  provided. 

Admissions. 

Births 

Kidderminster 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Evesham  - 

,  — 

42 

295 

274 

Mart  ley  - 

— 

2 

4 

4 

44 

300 

279 

In  September  1939  the  Wards  at  Evesham  Public  Assistance 
Institution  were  increased  to  deal  with  the  evacuee  expectant 
Mothers.  The  Maternity  Wards  at  Kidderminster  were  turned 


over  to  provide  an 
emergency  Hospital 

operating  Theatre 
Scheme. 

and 

annexes  under  the 

Health  Visitors,  Infant  Welfare  Centres  and  Ante-Natal  Clinics, 

There  are  16  County  Council  Centres  and  28  Voluntary  Centres 
established  in  the  County  together  with  16  County  Council  Ante- 
Natal  Clinics. 

The  location  and 

average  attendances  are 

given  below  : 

County  Council  Centres. 

Opened. 

Average 

Attendance. 

Blackheath 

Twice  weekly 

— 

-  67 

Bromsgrove  - 

-  Weekly 

— 

-  69 

Cradley  - 

-  Weekly 

— 

—  55 

Crabbs  Cross  and 
Astwood  Bank 

-  Fortnightly 

_ 

-  27 

Catshill  - 

-  Weekly 

— 

-  30 

Droitwich  - 

-  W  eekly 

— 

-  36 

Eairfield 

Fortnightly 

— 

12 

Halesowen 

-  Weekly 

- 

-  124 

Lye 

Weekly 

— 

-  52 

Pershore  - 

-  Fortnightly 

— 

16 

Rubery  - 

-  W  eekly 

— 

-  37 

Redditch 

-  Twice  weekly 

— 

-  31 

Stourport-on-Severn  -  Fortnightly 

— 

-  44 

W  orcester  - 

-  Fortnightly 

— 

5 

Tenbury 

Fortnightly 

— 

-  29 

West  Heath 

Fortnightly 

— 

46 

11 


Voluntary  Infant  Welfare  Centres. 

Average 

Opened.  Attsndance. 


Areley  Kings 

Fortnightly 

— 

22 

Ashton-Under-Hill 

Monthly 

— 

15 

Alvechurch 

-  Fortnightly  - 

— 

16 

Broadheath 

-  Fortnightly 

—  ■ 

11 

Beoley 

Monthly 

— 

22 

Broadway 

Fortnightly 

— 

19 

Belbroughton 

-  Fortnightly 

— 

9 

Badsey 

-  Fortnightly 

— 

15 

Clent 

-  Fortnightly 

— 

6 

Chaddeslev  Corbett 

Monthly  - 

— 

11 

Cofton  Hackett 

-  Fortnightly 

— 

31 

Evesham 

Weekly 

— 

33 

Fladbury 

-  Fortnightly 

— 

16 

Hagley 

Fortnightly 

— 

27 

Littleton 

-  Fortnightly 

— 

24 

Malvern  Link 

Weekly 

— 

41 

, ,  Poolbrook 

Weekly 

— 

19 

Newtown 

Weekly 

— 

23 

Norton 

Monthly 

— 

25 

Ombersley 

-  Fortnightly 

— 

14 

Rock 

-  Fortnightly 

— 

13 

Stourbridge 

I.W.C.  twice  weekly 

) 

51 

Toddlers'  Clinic  Fortnightly  ) 

Severn  Stoke 

Fortnightly 

— 

10 

Tardebigge 

-  Fortnightly 

— 

11 

Upton-on-Severn 

Fortnightly 

— 

14 

Wribbenhall 

Fortnightly 

— 

19 

Wythall 

-  Fortnightly  - 

— 

26 

Welland 

-  Fortnightly 

Ante  Natal  Clinics. 

— 

3 

The  average  attendances  and  first  visits  are  set  out  below 


Average 

Attendance. 

First  Visits 

Bewdley  -  -  -  - 

14 

178 

Bromsgrove  -  - 

11 

168 

Blackheath  -  -  - 

17 

164 

Cradley  -  - 

9 

134 

Evesham  -  -  -  - 

8 

103 

Halesowen  -  - 

17 

147 

Lye 

16 

161 

Lucy  Baldwin  Maternity  Hospital  - 

36 

342 

Mary  Stevens  Maternity  Home 

4 

91 

Newtown,  Malvern  - 

12 

96 

Redditch  -  -  -  - 

8 

93 

Ruberv 

8 

92 

Rushwick 

13 

108 

Stourbridge 

24 

142 

Worcester  -  - 

12 

156 

Other  Infant  Welfare  Centres 

— 

139 

West  Heath  -  - 

8 

31 

Total  cases  attending  for  first  time 

— 

2,345 

In  addition  to  the  2345  cases  supervised  at  Clinics  4428  first 
visits  were  made  by  Nurses  and  Midwives  to  the  homes  of  Expectant 
Mothers. 


Maternity.  Complications  of  Pregnancy  and  Labour  (other 
than  Puerperal  Pyrexia).  Consultants  were  provided  in  12 
domiciliary  cases  and  Hospital  treatment  given  in  88  cases.  88 
cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  were  notified.  21  Consultant  Sessions 
were  held  at  Maternity  Homes  when  121  patients  and  2  babies 
were  seen.  28  cases  were  seen  by  Consultants  in  Maternity  Homes. 

Maternal  Mortality.  During  1941  there  were  10  Maternal 
Deaths,  three  from  Puerperal  Sepsis  and  seven  from  other  maternal 
causes.  This  gives  a  rate  of  1.63  per  1000  (live  and  still)  births. 

The  decrease  in  the  Maternal  Mortality  rate  which  started  in 
1937  has  continued  as  will  be  seen  from  the  following  figures. 

1936  -  5‘30 

1937  -  4'57 

1938  -  -  -  -  3‘31 

1939  -  2'41 

1940  -  -  -  -  2 '47 

1941  -  -  -  -  1'63 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum.  The  following  Table  gives 
particulars  of  the  1941  cases  : — 


Cases. 

Vision 

unim¬ 

paired. 

Vision 

im¬ 

paired. 

Total 

Blind¬ 

ness. 

Deaths. 

Re¬ 

moval 

from 

district 

Notified. 

Tre 

ated 

At 

Home. 

In 

Hospital. 

County  M.  &  C.W. 
area  -  - 

28 

9 

26 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Venereal  Disease.  The  usual  Tables  have  been  prepared  for 
record  purposes. 

The  increase  in  cases  of  this  disease  has  been  small. 

Sanitary  Services  of  the  Area.  A  report  under  this  heading  will 
be  given  when  the  national  circumstances  permit. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Acts  and  Order.  The  number  of  licences  granted 
in  1941  was  254. 

The  reduction  in  numbers  is  due  to  the  difficulties  experienced 
by  Farmers  in  obtaining  equipment  and  labour. 

Infectious  Diseases.  The  following  Table  gives  details  of 
Infectious  Diseases  occurring  in  the  County  during  1941. 


TABLE  2. 
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District. 


Urban 


Cerebro 

Spinal 

Fever. 


u 


Scarlet 

Fever. 


rt 

U 


J3 


Diphtheria 

and  Membra¬ 
neous  Croup . 


C0 

o 


43 

•*-» 

o 

Q 


Enteric 

Fever. 


(J 


£ 

CTJ 

4. 

a 


Puerperal 

Pyrexia. 


Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis. 


O 


XI 

03 

4) 

Q 


o 


% 

rt 

o 

Q 


Non-Pulmon- 

ary 

Tuberculosis. 


O 


| 

cfl 

<D 

Q 


Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum. 


oj 

CJ 


Bewdley  Borough 
Bromsgrove  — 

Droitwich  Borough 
Evesham  Borough 
Halesowen  Borough 
Kidderminster  Borough 
Malvern  — 

Oldbury  Borough 
Redditch  — 

Stourbridge  Borough  - 
Stourport-on-Severn 


2 

5 

5 

2 

7 

13 

4 

15 

7 

2 


Totals 


62 


16 

55 
64 
30 
1 10 
68 
42 
105 
34 
82 
45 


16  651 


52 

3 

37 

6 

26 

70 

13 

87 

3 


297 


13 


16 

27 

3 

10 

1 

5 

9 


68 


13 
2 

12 

5 
8 
2 
8 

6 

12 

14 


82 


4 

19 

7 

13 

31 

31 

17 

45 

19 

22 

11 


219 


4 

13 

3 

9 

19 

14 

5 
30 
10 

16 

9 


125 


2 

8 

2 

6 

9 

5 
2 
9 
2 

6 


XI 

OJ 

c 

Q 


Acute  Polio¬ 
myelitis  &  Pol¬ 


os 

CJ 


43 

c5 

c 

Q 


29 


Pneumonia 

5 

£ 

2 

a 

Ct 

O 

Q 

Encephalitis 

Lethargica. 


« 

u 


2 

ofl 

4 

Q 


Measles. 


8 

</) 

(3 


5 


Whooping 

Cough. 

(T 

SG 

£ 

rt 

CJ 

Q 

16 

1 

1 

95 

35 

1 

24 

20 

1 

573 

1 

97 

1 

3 

1 

1 

3 

3 

101 

1 

16 

8 

187 

1 

50 

1 

7 

54 

28 

641 

161 

2 

7 

9 

31 

1 

51 

1 

52 

2 

3 

28 

11 

247 

86 

2 

1 

4 

102 

32 

1 

642 

2 

195 

2 

13 

20 

27 

1 

587 

i 

15 

20 

17 

2 

278 

106 

2 

1 

1 

10 

3 

1 

74 

i 

22 

37 

- 

1 

- 

302 

181 

1 

7 

3476 

7 

820 

9 

8  I 

Rural 


Dysentery. 


cj 


r~ 


Bromsgrove  - 

1 

2 

32 

27 

2 

12 

3 

1 

7 

'  11 

4 

5 

1 

28 

13 

425 

4 

59 

Droitwich  -  - 

4 

1 

36 

18 

16 

1 

2 

13 

3 

1 

1 

1 

5 

9 

234 

i 

21 

3 

Evesham  -  - 

1 

2 

12 

3 

1 

6 

4 

4 

2 

7 

9 

273 

99 

Kidderminster  -  - 

1 

26 

4 

5 

3 

3 

3 

1 

3 

3 

132 

i 

39 

Martley  -  - 

1 

30 

1 

12 

1 

2 

H 

8 

4 

2 

1 

17 

2 

189 

47 

1 

3 

Pershore  - 

2 

10 

31 

16 

7 

4 

7 

1 

7 

10 

330 

15 

Tenbury  -  - 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

1 

3 

2 

2 

38 

4 

Upton-on-Severn  - 

5 

1 

16 

8 

2 

4 

2 

13 

4 

4 

2 

9 

7 

170 

i 

102 

2 

1 

Totals  -  - 

17 

6 

164 

1 

104 

5 

39 

1 

13 

1 

72 

43 

23 

22 

2 

- 

2 

- 

78 

48 

- 

- 

1791 

7 

386 

6 

4 

- 

Grand  Totals  - 

79 

22 

815 

3 

401 

18 

107 

3 

95 

3 

291 

168 

75 

51 

39 

- 

3 

- 

380 

229 

1 

7 

5267 

14 

1206 

15 

12 

- 

(a)  The  deaths  refer  to  all  cases  of  pneumonia,  not  only  those  which  are  notifiable. 


( b )  The  deaths  refer  to  cases  of  Puerperal  Sepsis. 


Deaths 
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The  Tolladine  Hospital  has  proved  very  useful  for  dealing  with 
Scabies.  Arrangements  for  dealing  with  out-patients  have  been 
set  up  in  several  districts  and  appear  to  function  well.  Dr.  R.  L. 
Corlett,  who  has  organised  3  Centres  at  First  Aid  Posts  in  Halesowen, 
has  been  particularly  energetic  and  successful. 

The  renovation  of  the  Wards  at  the  Hill  Top  Isolation  Hospital, 
Bromsgrove  and  the  provision  of  a  new  cubicle  block  is  now 
complete  and  the  County  isolation  provision  is  thereby  greatly 
improved.  The  new  block  is  most  satisfactory  and  reflects  credit 
on  the  Architect,  the  Committee  and  Dr.  B.  Gaunt  who  has  worked 
so  hard  to  get  this  improvement  carried  out. 

Tuberculosis.  The  Report  of  the  Chief  Tuberculosis  Officer, 
Dr.  S.  Deaner,  will  be  found  as  an  appendix. 


Once  again  I  record  my  grateful  thanks  to  the  Medical,  Nursing, 
Dental,  clerical  and  lay  staff  for  their  assistance  during  the  year  : 
also  to  the  many  Voluntary  workers  connected  with  Infant  Welfare 
and  other  Services. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

WYNDHAM  PARKER,  M.C., 

C.B.E.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  (Edin.)  D.P.H.  (London), 

County  Medical  Officer. 

Public  Health  Department, 

County  Buildings, 

Worcester. 

December,  1942. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  1941. 

Compared  with  the  previous  year  the  notification  and  death  rates  of  all 
tuberculosis  cases  in  1941  remain  practically  the  same.  The  community  has 
not  been  subjected  to  the  same  stress  and  strain  as  in  1940  and  this  should  be 
reflected  in  the  figures  for  1942. 


TABLE  I. 


Year. 

Notifications 

Non- 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Total 

Deaths. 

Non- 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary 

Total 

1936 

330 

80 

410 

200 

43 

243 

1937 

317 

99 

416 

172 

40 

212 

1938 

293 

92 

385 

171 

28 

199 

1939 

237 

65 

302 

151 

35 

186 

1940 

281 

76 

357 

172 

40 

212 

1941 

291 

75 

366 

168 

51 

219 

The 

number  of  transfer 

cases  into  the  1 

County  in  1941 

was  52,  compared 

with  76  in  1940. 

In  regard  to  pulmonary  tuberculosis  the  actual  notifications  have  gone 
up  from  281  in  1940  to  291  in  1941,  but  the  deaths  have  decreased  from  172  to 
168.  An  increase  of  notifications  is  to  be  anticipated  with  the  introduction  of 
mass  radiography.  We  are  already  receiving  for  treatment  service  men  who 
have  been  weeded  out  by  this  method. 

Table  2  gives  the  notifications  of  tuberculosis  in  age  groups.  The  increase 
to  be  noted  is  on  the  male  side.  The  increase  in  the  higher  male  age  groups 
was  noted  before  the  war.  The  regimentation  of  the  younger  age  groups  has 
possibly  placed  a  greater  burden  on  the  older  and  therefore  enhanced  the 
increase. 


TABLE  II. 
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TABLE  III. 


District. 

Total 

cases 

notified 

1941. 

Total 

Deaths 

1941. 

Bewdley  Borough 

6 

5 

Bromsgrove  Urban 

_  _ 

- 

— 

27 

17 

Droitwich  Borough 

—  — 

— 

— 

9 

4 

Evesham  Borough 

-  — 

— 

— 

19 

11 

Halesowen  Borough 

--  — 

— 

— 

40 

21 

Kidderminster  Borough  - 

—  — 

— 

-• 

36 

20 

Malvern  Urban  -  - 

—  — 

— 

— 

19 

5 

Oldbury  Borough  - 

—  — 

— 

— 

54 

32 

Redditch  Urban  - 

—  — 

— 

- 

21 

14 

Stourbridge  Borough 

—  — 

— 

— 

28 

19 

Stourport-on-Severn 

Urban  — 

12 

6 

Bromsgrove  Rural  - 

—  — 

— 

— 

11 

16 

Droitwich  Rural  - 

—  — 

— 

— 

14 

4 

Evesham  Rural  -  - 

_  _ 

— 

— 

10 

6 

Kidderminster  Rnral 

—  — 

— 

•— 

4 

3 

Martley  Rural  - 

—  — 

— 

— 

15 

10 

Pershore  Rural  - 

—  - 

— 

— 

20 

14 

Tenbury  Rural  - 

—  — 

— 

— 

4 

6 

Upton-on-Severn  Rural  - 

—  — 

— 

— 

17 

6 

366 

219 

Table  3  gives  the  notifications  of  all  cases  of  tuberculosis  shown  in  sanitary 
areas. 

The  figures  for  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis,  require  further  analysis. 
In  so  far  as  notifications  are  concerned  they  are  constant  for  1940  and  1941 
and  the  lowest  in  1939,  but  the  deaths  have  markedly  increased  from  28  in 
1939  to  51  in  1941.  The  notifications  are  analysed  in  the  following  table  : — 


TABLE  IV. 


Year 

Cervical  glands  Bone  &  Joint. 

Uregenital. 

Meninges. 

Abdominal. 

1938 

35 

24 

9 

2 

18 

1939 

23 

22 

9 

5 

6 

1940 

19 

29 

5 

6 

11 

1941 

25 

16 

1 

12 

14 

An  analysis  of 

non-pulmonary  deaths  is  shown 

in  Table  V. 

TABLE  V. 

Year. 

Meninges. 

Abdominal.  Bone  &  Joint. 

Uregenital. 

Miliary, 

1938. 

9 

7 

1 

0 

6 

1939 

12 

5 

1 

4 

2 

1940 

16 

3 

5 

0 

8 

1941 

28 

3 

4 

3 

7 

The  increase  in 

l  deaths  is  due  solely  to  tuberculous  meningitis 

This  is  clearly 

demonstrated  by  the  following  figures 

Total  non-pulmonary  deaths 

minus  meningeal  deaths. 

1938 

28 

9 

19 

1939 

35 

12 

=  23 

1940 

40 

16 

24 

1941 

51 

28 

=  23 

Apart  from  meningeal  deaths  there  is  therefore  no  increase  in  noil-pulmonary 
tuberculosis.  This  increase  in  meningitis  has  already  been  noted  in  previous 
reports  and  appears  to  be  a  characteristic  feature  in  the  statistics  of  this  war. 
The  rise  may  be  attributed  mainly  to  overcrowding  and  blackout  conditions, 
conditions  not  present  in  the  last  war,  whereby  there  is  an  increased  exposure 
and  therefore  an  increased  dose  of  bacilli  per  infecting  agent.  In  27  cases 
investigated  with  the  full  co-operation  of  the  household  the  infecting  agent  was 
found  in  19  ;  in  one  case  the  infection  was  traced  to  milk.  Taking  into  con¬ 
sideration  that  quite  often  it  is  only  in  the  course  of  time  that  the  link  in  the 
chain  of  infection  is  discovered  it  is  assumed  that  in  the  majority  of  cases  the 
infection  is  of  human  origin.  Typing  of  the  bacillus  would  give  the  only  true 
estimate  of  the  degree  of  human  and  bovine  infection,  but  as  the  incidence  of 
bovine  pulmonary  tuberculosis  must  be  very  small,  especially  in  this  part  of 
the  country,  I  think  we  may  consider  that  the  majority  of  meningeal  deaths 
were  due  to  human  bacillus.  It  does  not  follow  that  we  can  be  complacent 
in  regard  to  milk-borne  infection. 

Compulsory  pasteurisation  is  essential  to  eliminate  this. 

Institutional  treatment.  The  provision  of  facilities  for  minor  thoracic 
surgery  and  the  appointment  of  a  Consulting  Thoracic  Surgeon  (Mr.  Holmes. 
Sellors)  has  been  a  great  step  forward  in  regard  to  treatment. 


The  pulmonary  beds  at  our  disposal  are  :• — 


Male 

Female. 

Discharges 

Knightwick 

48 

30 

109 

Hay  ley  Green 

17 

— 

55 

Hill  Top 

—  - 

18 

39 

Romsley 

4 

2 

19 

Holly  Lane  — 

2 

3 

— 

The  lack  of  children's  beds  constitutes  a  problem. 

The  No.  of  A.P.  cases  attempted  34. 

Successful  inductions  27.  Phrenics  6.  Adhesion  cauteries  1. 


The  shortage  of  nursing  and  domestic  staff,  particularly  dpmestic,  is 
proving  a  great  strain  upon  administration  and  cramps  the  clinical  work. 

Dispensary  work.  The  dispensary  work  is  increasing  rapidly.  The  number 
of  new  case  examined  in  1941  was  98£  compared  with  688  in  1940.  It  will 
be  noted  that  about  twTo-thirds  of  such  cases  are  non-tuberculous  and  of  these  a 
large  number  require  further  investigation.  (It  would  be  of  great  value  if  the 
Midlands  can  one  day  provide  a  chest  hospital  comparable  with  the  Brompton 
or  London  Chest  with  which  the  Tuberculosis  Service  could  co-operate). 

The  number  of  contacts  examined  in  1941  was  335  as  compared  with  291 
in  1940. 


17 


05 


Pi 

< 

w 

w 

X 

H 

0 

z 


> 

W 

PQ 

< 

H 


Q 

c/7 

W 

& 

< 

t A 

z 

w 

Pm 

C/7 

i-< 

P 

fa 

o 

fa 

fa 

o 

£ 

w 

X 

H 

0 

fa 

HH 

£ 

O 

fa 

C/7 

SB 

oi 

D 

H 

W 


18 


After  Care.  The  after  care  committees  continue  to  do  good  work.  Extra 
nourishment  is  given  in  cases  recommended  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer. 
Re-housing  is  the  most  difficult  problem.  Oldbury  is  to  be  congratulated  in 
being  able  to  re-house  all  the  recommended  cases. 

The  importance  of  the  transition  period  from  total  incapacity  on  discharge 
from  sanatorium  to  full-time  employment  cannot  be  over-estimated.  Through 
the  willing  co-operation  of  their  medical  officers,  the  managements  of  some 
industrial  firms  have  agreed  to  allow  their  employees  returning  from  sanatorium 
to  undertake  part-time  wcrk  until  such  time  as  they  are  considered  fit.  The 
income  is  more  than  is  obtainable  from  National  Health  Insurance  and  the 
patients  are  really  under  continuous  medical  supervision.  Every  attempt 
is  made  to  place  the  patient  under  the  most  suitable  conditions  of  work.  It 
is  to  be  hoped  that  a  principle  that  can  be  accepted  by  industry  now  may  be 
prepetuated  after  the  war.  Rehabilitation  is  all  the  more  important  now 
that  mass  radiography  is  to  be  adopted. 

S.  DEANER,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p., 

December,  1942.  Chief  Tuberculosis  Officer. 


